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All Saints Church
United in Faith. Welcoming All

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

The services have been planned as follows
for DECEMBER:

Sunday 7th December | 11.00am
Morning Praise

Sunday 14th December | 11.00am
Holy Communion

Sunday 21st December | 11.00am
Holy Communion

Wednesday 24th December | 3.00pm
Christingle

Sunday 28th December | No Service
Regretfully there will be no service at midnight on
Christmas Eve or on Christmas Day as no clergy are
available.

There will be a Christmas themed Coffee Morning on
Wednesday 17th December in the Chapter House at
10.30am until 12 noon.

Robert Heley

Advertising in Your
Village Newsletter

If you wish to advertise your business
in the Newsletter please contact us on
wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com.
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§VVﬂstead
: over 60's
: Annual Tea Party

! The Trustees of the L
Wilstead Endowed Charities %
: warmly invite all our over 60's residents
i to this year's Annual Tea Party.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

! Wednesday 14th January 2026
: 3.00pm Wilstead Village Hall

i There'llbe plentyto enjoy, delicious afternoon
: tea, a raffle, and a special performance by :
: the children from Wilstead Primary School.

i We also have a duo playing guitars with hits :
: from the 60's and 70's, which we're sure you'll :
: remember.

i And to start things off in style, guests will :
: be welcomed with a complimentary glass of :
: Prosecco or Bucks Fizz on arrival. :

i Further details are on the back page of this :
: newsletter and will be displayed on Village :
: noticeboards.

: We look forward to seeing you there for :
: another fantastic community afternoon. :

.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Your Co-ordinator is:
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Wilstead Primary School

Christmas bells are already ringing at Wilstead
Primary School, as we get ready to sing at the
‘Christmas Lights Switch On’ on Saturday 28th
November!

We are gearing up for a busy few weeks, with
our performances at All Saints’ Church, the
school Nativity for Key Stage one and Key Stage 2
Carols by Candlelight. One of my favourite
Christmas traditions is taking the school choir
to the care homes in Wixams.

If you see us walking down in our Christmas
jumpers, do give us a wave and help to spread
our Christmas cheer!

Our PTA Christmas Fair is taking place at the
wonderful Herrings Green Farm this year, and
we are so grateful for their support. The event
is running from 11am until 3.30pm on Saturday
13th December and has lots to do for all the
family. If you would like to join us there, we
would love to see you!

= North
[P\ RAMBLERS

Come and join us for a walk. We walk every Saturday
afternoon approximately 6 miles and Saturdays twice
a month in morning for approximately 12 miles - or try
our “Ramble” on first Saturday morning each month -
slightly shorter, slower pace.

Please note change of start time for afternoon
walks - Winter start 13:00.

DECEMBER WALKS

6th DECEMBER AM “Ramble”, Keysoe, 4.8 miles,
PM Keysoe, 6 miles

13th DECEMBER AM Cambridge, 5 or 10 miles
(same walk, but leave or join at lunchtime)
or PM Priory Park, Bedford, 5.5 miles

20th DECEMBER PM Moggerhangar (Mince Pie Walk),
4.8 miles

27th DECEMBER AM Wilstead, 5 miles
or PM Wilstead, 5 miles OR both, 10 miles

For our latest walks program visit www.ramblers.org.uk/go-
walking/ramblers-groups/north-bedfordshire-group.

Please bring a drink, snack or lunch as we always have a break.

For more information on our walks telephone:
Margaret Sawyer | 07780 933729 Facebook: North Beds Ramblers
www.ramblers.org.uk/north-bedfordshire

SOUTH:=
EAST:

TRUE ASSET PROTECTION

Your Local Approved
Alarm Company

N [ | o=

: l{}uka\iﬁ\‘s %, " “‘Lﬁm
Cr1o” 1
NG A 6 f. sl:; ”'""gf:;"”* Chas Accredited

A family business estab¥fshed for 30 years

in the area. Systems designe d amnd installed
to PDE662:2010 and BS8243:2010. insurance
company recogris ed.

Key clients include...
Bedfordshire Pofice
Centmf Bedfordshire Coun cif
Bedford Borough Council
Bedfordshire Schools

INTRUDER ALARMS, ACCESS CONTROL, CCTV,
SAFES, DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS, KEY CUTTING

HERTS — BEDS — BUCKS
01462 422500

whwww.southeastsecurity.co.uk

UNIT 6, STATION APPROACH
HITCHIN, HERTS, 5G4 SUW

——
VISA
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Wilshamstead Parish Council

Planning Application For Up To
149 Houses At Duck End Lane
Recommended For Refusal

The Borough Council Planning Committee
made up of elected Borough Ward Councillors
members, who considered this planning
application at their November meeting have
made a recommendation for this application to
be refused. The members heard from Borough
Ward Councillors Marc Frost, Graeme Coombes,
Andrea Spice and Parish Councillor Mark Brooks
who all spoke passionately with robust planning
policy reasons as to why this application
should be refused.

The Parish Council response collated by an
experienced planning consultant who had
provided professional advice with detailed
technical and robust challenge to the local
authority to this planning application at Duck
End Lane, was sent directly to each elected
member of the Planning Committee in advance.
The application had gone to committee
recommended for approval, so this collaborative
working, including all the public submissions
from the Wilstead community showed unity
and strength with a clear message that this
application was not in keeping with the wishes
of the community.

Enormous thanks to all those who took time
to submit comments to the application and to
those who represented the community at the
Planning Committee meeting.

The next steps are the application will return
to a future Planning Committee, with the
Planning Officer having prepared supporting
planning policy reasons for a refusal. The
committee members will vote, and a decision
notice will then be issued. There will not be
allowed to be any input from Borough or Parish
Councillors during this meeting as the right to
speak representations have already been made,
however, this item will be monitored closely by

the Parish Council.
Continued on page 4 >>>

Bad Hair Day?
Lety malee vt oo Good Hair Doy
GAYE WILLIAMSON
30 yrs Experience, Home Based Local Salon

For All Your Hairdressing and Barbering Needs
Offering the Latest Colonrs and Styling.
Using Professional and Fxclusive Products
Redken and Brazilian Blowout Smoothing System to name but a few
New Clients Welcome.

to book an appointment call me on

07899 864510

please note that a skin test and hatr consultation is vequived before a treatment

FENCING & LANDSCAPING

SUPPLIED - INSTALLED - REPAIRED

Please see website for details:

www.useful-bloke.co.uk
Mark Brooks | ofnce: 01234 sseoss.

Whitworth Way, Wilstead, Bedford.

BD123flo0r

ALL TYPES OF FLOORING ~ duolagi
IN THE HEART OF SILSOE

70 YEARS' EXPERIENCE
OF SUPERIOR
FLOORING SERVICE

* EXCELLENCE
* QUALITY
* SPECIALIST KNOWLEDGE

An impressive range of
traditional and contemporary

floors for all budgets. Visit our tranquil showroom

01727 844408 silsoe@123flooor.co.uk

Mansion House, Wrest Park, Silsoe MK45 4HR
Monday-Thursday 8.30am-5.30pm - Other days by appointment

Engineered Wood (herringbone,
parquet), Laminate, Carpets, Stair
Runners, Vinyl, Luxury Vinyl Tiles
(Amtico, Kahrs)

123floor covers Beds and Herts with thousands more samples in our St Albans showroom.

WWW.BEDSFLOORS.CO.UK « WWW.123FLOOR.CO.UK

NAO Cleaning
07411 136691

naoservices111@gmail.com

Hate housework? We love it!

Domestic, Regular & Spring Cleans, Tenancy Beginning & End,
Builder's Cleans, Commercial & Contract.

Free Estimates

Bramble Lodge, 29 Oakley Road, Clapham, MK41 6AN
www.naocleaningservices.co.uk
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Wilfead Pre Schoof

Every Child DQMYVQQ“‘Q pest Start iy Lite

Al warm, welcoming olfing with lof of learning

opporfunilies, and faniaclic ovldoor area

Morving gegsion: 9.150m - Il.45am | Atfervoon gecsion: 12.45pm - 3.15pm
flco providing, preakfadt, lunch and afler school clupg

& 01234 742546
admin@wilglead-preschool.co.uk

Clatrfing atge ic 204 years old. Demand for places i¢ high,

early
years

: alliance

Theregore il ic advigaple fo regidter your child ag coon ag possiple.

Washing Machines

Dryers, Dishwashers
Repairs, Servicing & Sales

Alocal famlly business offering a quality - —

service at a competitive price
Estabisfred TH8T

=1 Tek: Clophill (OI525) 860148 —
. or Tim Downing direct on —

07969 545 276

A Member of the White Goods Trads Assocfation. Fully hsured y

=

gﬂ l"h. Treny 104
z-m Mill Straet, Badiord SR

Big ship, little ship, river or ocean = Safari
or city break = Bucketlist destinations and
bespoke holidays - and beyond. ..

We can make your dream holiday a reality -

Book lecal with us, and travel the world!

Why book your holiday with us?

= Local, with a shop in Bedford
* Multiple decades of experience and
knowledge in the travel industry
= Award-winning
= We can book many household brands &t no
extra cost, or tailor your heliday |ust for you
= |mpartial advice and personalised service
from enguiry through to return homel

Contact us today for your next holiday enquiry,
or to find out about our local events on inspiring
travel:

01234 326 738 | sales@selecttravelholidays.couk

wwrw selaecttravaelholidays oo uk

>>> Continued from page 3

Major Gas Main Replacement
Works Latest

Unfortunately, at the time of writing, the Parish
Council has heard nothing further regarding
these works which had previously been due
to start on 10th November. If information is
received regarding the start date of the gas main
replacement works taking place on Bedford
Road towards the roundabout and down along
Cotton End Road as far as Ivy Lane, this will be
communicated across various local platforms by
the Parish Council.

Village Improvements What
Would You Like To See...?

As usual at this time of the year, the Parish
Council start to turn its attention to the budget
planning for the next financial year, which then
informs the setting of the precept which is
collected through the Borough Council council
tax payments made by residents.

A lot of time is taken with carefully considering
how best to manage the Parish Council finances,
to ensure best value as well as developing
local services and facilities for the benefit of
Wilstead residents.

If you have any thoughts on what could be
improved in the village, what you might to see
more of, or less of, or maybe you have some new
ideas that you feel the Parish Council should
consider. Please do get in touch with the Parish
Clerk (office@wilsteadparishcouncil.org) or any
Parish Councillor to feedback your thoughts and
ideas, all are very welcome.

A reminder your current Parish Councillors are
Mark Brooks, Marc Frost, Richard Draycott,
Karen Hollands, Russell Adams, Chris Carberry,
Nikki Williams and Eric Benton. Contact can be
made via email, for example for Mark Brooks,
use MarkBrook@wilsteadparishcouncil.org. All
Councillor emails follow this format pattern

Change In Parish Office
Opening Hours
Please kindly note that with immediate effect

the Parish Office will be open on a Wednesday
from 9am to 12 midday.

The Parish Office is at the rear of the Village Hall,
itis worth ringing in advance to ensure it is open.



Contacting The Parish Council

The best way to contact the Parish Council is
to email Lizzie (the Parish Clerk) at office@
wilsteadparishcouncil.org.

Alternatively, you can call 01234 743152 or write
to PO Box 1548, Bedford, MK44 5AX.

It is always more interesting to attend a Parish
Council meeting in person to see what goes on
and understand the range of items covered in
trying to move improvements for the Wilstead
community forwards.

Dates and the agenda are advertised on the
village noticeboards, with meetings usually
on a Monday starting at 7pm in the small hall
at Wilstead Village Hall. (Head to the left-hand
side of the main hall building and you will see
the door open which is where the Parish Council
will be). Everyone is most welcome to join us,
with the next meeting scheduled for Monday
5th January.

Also please remember to view regular updates
published on local matters through the
Wilstead Parish Council website, do visit www.
wilsteadparishcouncil.org to see the latest

news and helpful information.

M
m (00D
NEIGHBOURY

WILSTEAD & WIXAMS

The last Wilstead Cafe date for 2025 in the
Village Hall is Friday 12th December at the
normal time 2.00pm to 3:30pm.

If it opens in 2026 the date will be Friday 8th
January. We really need volunteers to keep
this going so please get in touch if you have a
couple of hours to spare once a fortnight.

Don't forget Wixams, Lakeview Village Hall
every Tuesday 10:30am to 12 Noon.

Rick Baxter | Chairman WGNS
01234 740854
WGNS Phone 07807 408928

Jonathan's
Interior Decorating
Services

\\.g’amhng Wallpapering,Tiling

't' Est 19099

[ 'i - Fully insured and
— references available.

Please call
' . \ 07968 659877 or
N & 01234 417785

-§ A to arrange a quote.

7 High Street, Kempston,

Celebrating

15 Years

jc 4/\/\, Of Business

Bedford, MK42 7BT

www.jus;tcomputersonline.co.uk 01 234 300007

EMPIRE CARS
BEDFORD

MOTS Now ON SITE
SAVE WHEN BOOKED WITH FULL SERVICE

FREE PICK UP/DROP OFF

SERVICING & REPAIRS
QUALITY USED CAR SALES
0% DEFOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

1 CoTTON END ROAD, WILSTEAD, MK45 3BT
01234 741002 or 07727 258633

WWW.EMPIRECARSBEDFORD.CO.UK

BLISS&R

Plumbing & Heating Ltd

%

e

ﬂ/umbm%\

www.blissplumbing.co.uk

01234 860 220 !

info@blissplumbing.co.uk

December 2025
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Caroline’s Childcare

o B A Safe & Friendly Environment
G oscxs  Caring for Individual Needs

Qualified with NVQ 2 & 3 in Early Years in Education
CACHE Level 3 Diploma in Home Based Childcare
Ofsted Registered Childminder
Registered to PACEY

Now offering Free Government Funded
Places for 2, 3 & 4 year olds

01234 742770

carolinebsexton@yahoo.co.uk

NEWBURY BUILDING SERVICES

QUALLTY LOCAL BUTLDE HSB[][E[]HAI[]HS OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERTENCE

BRICKWORK

CARPENTRY & JOINERY

, INTERIOR PAINTING & DECORATING
GENERAL REPAIRS & RENOVATIONS

Free Estimates - No Obligation

07801 690135

davidjnewbury@btinternet.com

Looking for Independent
Mortgage Advice?

- BHM

mortgages tailored to you

BHM Mortgages are independent mortgage brokers
dedicated to giving a friendly and professional service.

Get in touch to arrange a free mortgage review

01234 380421 or 07541 842102
peter@bhmmortgages.co.uk

Burton Harvey Mortgage Services Ltd is authorised and regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority, Registration number 811767

@

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

ames Da rmOdy I Oil boiler specialist

our Local Plumber Breakdown and servicing
; | Oil boiler installations

| Heat pump installations

I All heating aspects

Plumbing and full
bathroom installation

Emergency call outs

01234 965769
07832 236678

darmodyplumbing co.uk

F . o =l B

Wilstead Bowls Club

More than 50 members and guests attended our
Finals’ Presentation Buffet Lunch on Sunday 2nd
November.

Many of our members are enjoying indoor short
mat bowling which has resumed on Tuesday and
Wednesday afternoons from 2pm - 4pm, and
Friday evening 7pm - 9pm. If you fancy playing,
no experience necessary, you are very welcome
to join us. You just need flat soled shoes; we have
bowls you can borrow.

There are very competitive games of a very high
standard being played on Thursday evenings in
the Herts and Beds Short Mat League, hosted by
Wilstead.

Pupils from Wilstead Primary School Year 3 came
along in November to give short mat bowling a try,
some budding bowlers amongst them.

Our AGM took place on Friday 21st November with
most of the committee being re-elected.

For our social events, a Race Night was held in
November.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Christmas themed Coffee Morning with a raffle
on Wednesday 10th December
10.30am - 12noon - £3

All welcome, you don't need to be a member.
A Quiz evening will be held late January.

If you need any club
information please
contact:

-~

Sue Marchant -
Club Secretary 07716 676383
sue@marchantonline.com
www.wilsteadbowlsclub.co.uk

Please mention the

including Pamsh Council News
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Wilstead P3 Footpath Group
Meetings

The latest P3 meeting was planned for after the
deadline for this edition of the Newsletter. There
would have been reports on each of the seventeen
Public Rights of Way in the Parish highlighting any
problems which prevent easy use of these Public
Footpaths and Public Bridleways.

How these problems might be addressed will be
identified at the meeting together with the Group’s
need for any help from Bedford Borough Council to
do this work on the paths. If any work is too large/
difficult for the Group to tackle then assistance will be
sought from the Borough Council Rights of Way Dept.

The following meeting of the Group is provisionally
set for Saturday 7th February in the Village Hall.
Come along if you are/could be interested in helping
to monitor the state of the paths and/or helping to
overcome any problems identified in the surveys.

Working Parties

Working Party dates will be arranged at each P3
meeting.

Walks

The November walk was originally planned for 23rd
November in the countryside around the old disused
Old Warden railway cutting and tunnel but was
postponed because of the forecast high probability
of rain. It is now planned to do this walk early in the
New Year. Keep an eye out for poster on the village
noticeboards and details in future issues of the
Newsletter.

The next walk will be the traditional (now going for
over twenty years) New Years Day walk along some of
the paths which surround the village. Come along all
are welcome.

Meet at 11.00am in the Village Car Park off Whitworth
Way. I will bring some of the latest walk leaflets which
show all the paths in the parish.

The following walk is provisionally planned for the
morning of Sunday 1st February. It will be somewhere
in Bedfordshire, but not too far away! Keep an eye out
for info on the Village Noticeboards at the Village Hall
and Crossroads.

Nigel Jacobs
Wilstead Footpath Group | 01234 400733

We have been helping older people for over 30
years with confidential advice and support. We
work with Bedfordshire residents over the age of
50, their families, friends and carers, focusing on
the individual client to ensuring their needs and
wishes are prioritised.

We can provide:

@ Practical assistance around the home and
garden through our home help and
gardening service.

® Information and Advice on Benefit
Entitlement, Health and Housing issues,
Personal Budgets, Legal Matters and
virtually any other matter relating to older
people.

® Home visits to help complete benefit
application forms for people who are unable
to visit our office.

® Community Support Workers who will work
long term with clients who have more
complex needs.

Age UK Bedfordshire

is the largest older peoples' charity in the County

@ In depth advice and support for vulnerable
older people who otherwise would suffer
from living in cold homes.

® Telephone Befriending Network supported
by the Harpur Trust in Bedford Borough.

Qur services are delivered in a caring, friendly
and professional manner, through our team of
fully trained, dedicated staff and volunteers.

If you or anyone you know would like more
information, please contact us

on the number below or visit our website
www.ageukbedfordshire.org.uk

Remember, we are a County wide service!

01234 360510

Age UK Bedfordshire - the name you
can trust!
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& CHAIR PILATES
with K FIT

at Wilstead Village Hall

PILATES
Tuesdays | 9.30~10.30am

CHAIR PILATES
Tuesdays | 10.45~11.30am

PILATES
Fridays | 9.30~10.30am

Join our award winning company for our
Pilates sessions, where we focus on posture,
strength, mobility and core stability.

Our classes are mixed ability, beginners are welcome.

For more information or to book, please contact
Katrina at kfitbookings@outlook.com

Wildlife Trust for .
Beds, Cambs Flit Vale
& Northants | Local Group

MONDAY 8TH DECEMBER

On-line Zoom meeting. 7.30pm
Flit Vale Wildlife Trust Group AGM

The AGM will take place by Zoom, commencing
7.30pm. If you would like to attend,
please contact Ann and you will receive
the link nearer the time.

or phone 07967 100603.

——_ VW Campervan Hire
3 Based in Wilstead
Spring Promo Code 10% OFF: Wil10

www.hireacampervannow.co.uk
07974 778559

Graham East

Double Glazing Repairs
Offering a fast, efficient and highly competitive service.

MISTY GLASS UNITS REPLACED

All aspects of double glazing repair work undertaken:
HANDLES[/ LOCKS[/ PANELSE| HINGES[/
CYLINDERS[Y{ GASKET/SEAL REPLACEMENTS [¥|

Call Graham for a FREE quotation on:

07764 726824

MONDAY 12TH JANUARY
Maulden Church Hall, 7.30 pm

Talk by Kate Dimmock of the
Harlington Hedgehog Hogspital
Harlington Hogspital is a small rescue which
takes in the sick, injured, abandoned, orphaned
or otherwise distressed hedgehogs with the
aim of rehabilitation & re-release to the wild.
Hedgehogs - the only native spiny mammal, and
one which is an indicator species - are currently
red listed as vulnerable to extinction, so how can
we help this inoffensive creature?

Charge: £5.00 per person

Our popular quiz will be held on
Friday 13th February

Further details will be coming soon,
put the date in next year’s diary!

Booking for indoor Flit Vale events is optional.

Please contact Ann by email: flitvale.info@gmail.com
or Phone (leave a message or text if you prefer) 07580 178 889
for more information or to reserve your place.

= = ®  Call for an estimate:
mume | Dixon 07712 121493
[ + 01234 840879
e ONS O enguiriesetixonandsons.co.uk
[ N | consTRuCTION LIMITED www.dixonandsons.co.uk

« New Builds — \
« Extensions ,m

« Landscaping NS =
- Driveways ’ - 4

« Groundwork and Brickwork Contracts =

« Garage Conversions and Alterations

« Chimney Repointing and Repairs

We take great pride in maintaining a reliable and friendly service.

We 0 @ B o @ =N g

Call today for a non-ohligatory estimate.
References are available on request.
(Company Registration Number: 09025667




Wilstead
5 Women's Institute

Our November meeting brought Helen Close who
lives in the village and who is an Historian, talking
about Witchcraft over the ages. Slides were shown
to the meeting, and a discussion took place.

Members have been holding craft days, had one
in October to make felt decorations to put on our
Christmas tree which will be shown in the Church
Christmas Tree festival. We had another sewing day
on 17th November to finish off our decorations.

Our December meeting will have taken place by
the time you read this article, and we are making
cards and baubles out of craft paper and colouring
and decorating them to use on our own Christmas
trees. We have mince pies stollen and sausage rolls
to start the Christmas period off.

We have our Christmas outing to see the Christmas
lights in London after having a fish and chip lunch
to set us up. This sold out very quickly.

Our next meeting is a member's afternoon in
the Village Hall with members bringing “sharing
plates”. We will be having a beetle drive with
a twist. So 2pm in the village hall on Thursday
8th January 2026 all are welcome come along and
joinin.

Wishing everyone a Happy and Healthy Christmas
and New Year from your WI Committee.

Karen Cook | President
01234 403936 | karencook3@btinternet.com

Have you tested your

smoke alarm!

Did you know that you are four times
more likely to die in a house fire if
there is no working smoke alarm?

So why not test your smoke alarm at
the beginning of every month and
tick it off your ‘to do’ list?

It takes seconds to give you and your family
a better chance of surviving a fire.
Ideally, you should be testing this life saving
equipment once a week. Doing it on the first
of the month is a great start.

Mobile Sports and Holistic
Massage Therapist

In the comfort of your own home i

New Align

Swedish Massage - Deep Tissue Massage
Indian Head Massage - Pregnancy Massage {
Hot Stone Massage - Manual Lymphatic Drainage #*

LUCY | 07957 644232

Treatments of 30 mins - 45 mins + 1 hour

Fully qualified and insured | Prices start from just £35 - A
: D0 YOUR FEET NEED SOME TLO?
: Then giveus acall... :
‘o. Foothealth
* Professionals

Julie Boscher 01234 740866
Hannah Cooke 07940 738107

elitefeetfoothealth@gmail.com

Specialising in Corns, Verrucas,
Hard Skin, Bunions, Nails, etc.

WILSTEAD '

ILLAGE HAEE

Available for hire during the day and
evenings for CHILDREN'S PARTIES,
FAMILY GATHERINGS, TEA PARTIES

and CLUB MEETINGS, etc. o &

For information about the hall, rates of hire, @ =
T&Cs of hire, to check availability and to make @
@ @ booking request via the diary page, go to: N

wilsteadvillagehall.co. uk

Any issues or questions, please contact:
hookin s,wiisteadvh@omail com
¥ Stationery ¥ Sti .
Flyers / Leaflets W H lT E
% Business Cards H ART

PRESS

ESTABLISHED 1987

For all your Printing requirements ...

# Brochures
Booklets
Pasters

58a York Street
Bedford MK40 3RL

% Plans / Drawings

& 01234270465 ()

Al info@whitehartpress.co.uk

www.whitehartpress.co.uk




News from the Pews

In November, our “Ready to Share” discovery
group met in Hebrews Café to explore the theme,
“Our Challenges”. We talked about and listened to
thoughts on the kinds of things that can hold us
back when people ask us why we attend church or
what we, as Christians, believe. The session was
very well attended and we shared really interesting
thoughts and how we can overcome them. Our
next meeting will be on Tuesday, 9th December at
2pm and we will try out some of our ideas. Doors
open at 1.45pm for a hot drink. This will be our final
session on the theme of sharing our faith. Look out
for next year's theme in our church news.

As | write, we are well into preparations for our
Christmas Tree Extravaganza. It will kickstart our
Advent and Christmas season and we hope every
visitor has a wonderful time.

We will also have welcomed the beginning of
Advent with our family Advent Carol Service.

Everyone is welcome to the Advent and Christmas
services in the five churches. The Quiet Christmas
at Elstow Abbey is a peaceful and reflective way
to join in the celebration for anyone who finds
the Christmas period difficult. It is at 7.30pm on
Thursday, 4th December. All details will appear on
All Saints Wilstead Facebook page.

The Team offers Home Visits, Home Communions
and advice about Baptism, Confirmation and
Wedding and Funeral arrangements. Please
contact us at the numbers and email below.

All that remains for me is to wish you all a very
peaceful and blessed Advent and Christmastide.

Helen Harbron-Applegarth
Lay Minister | Elstow Team
Elstow Team Ministry

01234 261477
vicar@elstow-abbey.org.uk

WHL * WILSTEAD SKIP & GRAB SERVICE

A local, independent skip hire company committed to
providing reliable, affordable services across Bedfordshire.

=0
4
=

Skips from £100
various sizes
available

Same or next-day
skip hire

e ®

Over 90% of waste
recycled at our
licensed Waste

Transfer Station

Supply of
aggregates,
including topsoil

You have tried the rest now try the best!

vowor. 01234 740916

(Discount offered for local villages)




We wish all our readers
and members a very happy
Christmas and best wishes for
the New Year.

If you're interested in art and
would love to try out your
talent, why not join us? Your
first session is free and, if you
decide to continue and become
a member, it will be £3 a session
when you're able to come.

Wilstead
“Wixams

We meet in the Village Hall on Mondays from
2pm-4pm. We don’t meet on Bank Holidays. Our
last meeting of the year will be on Monday 15th
December and we willcommence again on Monday
5th January 2026.

Our group has members of all abilities, using a
variety of mediums. You might like sketching
in pencil, charcoal, pen and ink, or painting by
numbers. You can also paint in watercolour,
acrylic or even oil. Meeting in the large hall makes
it a safe space to work in and we are well spaced
out. May | remind members and new people that
we do have a small variety of art resources for
your use so, if there is anything you haven’t got or
would like to experiment with, we may be able to
help. If you need it, several of our members will
help and encourage you in whatever your artistic
endeavours happen to be.

Hare sketch by Pauline

Enquiries: Michael Bradley 07526 939164
revmichael14@outlook.com

01234 266 366

peacockauction.co.uk

W&H PEACOCK

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

Auction Sales
& Valuations

Valuation, collection and auction
service of individual items
through to complete property and
commercial clearance,

WaH PEACOCN

Al 7\_»- EERS

Call for a no obligation quote or

SALE ENTRIES NOW INVITED

Eastcotts Parﬁ,

Wallis Way,
Bedford, MK42 OPE

(]
>

\‘a‘ﬁv

?@ @’{e@ <]

Offerlng 1 hour cleans in Wixams & Wilstead §

</ ONETIME ] SERVICES OFFERED:
</ WEEKLY Kitchen - Bathrooms
</ BI-WEEKLY ] Dusting - Mopping

¢ MONTHLY 0 Vacuuming & more!

§ Contact Natalie

§ 07985 427840

SONGE

" DARREN'S
HANDYMAN SERVICE

/ Carpentry | Painting | Plumbing
Flatpack Assembly & General Repairs
Reliable Property Maintenance

g NO JOB TOO SMALL!

For a friendly and reliable service call q
Darren for a free quote today: \

01234 930608 / I]7719 556195

@ (all for an estimate:

* 07712 121493

* 01234 840879
© plumbingandheating@dixonandsons.co.uk
www.dixonandsons.co.uk

Dixon
‘|&Sons

PLUMBING & HEATING

- Boiler Installation

- Bathroom Design and Installation

= Break downs, Repairs and
Maintenance

* Underfloor Heating

- Standard Boiler Services

We take great pride in maintaining a reliable and friendly service.
.......... ¢
W @ ® Mmoo ®

Call today for a non-obligatory estimate.

References are available on request.
Company Registration Number: 09025667




Because no one
should face death
or grief alone

fuaRoder

Sue Ryder Christmas
Treecycling Bedfordshire
and Borders

National healthcare charity Sue Ryder is
inviting residents to participate in their
Christmas Treecycling Scheme to help raise
much-needed money for families in need of
palliative and bereavement care.

With an optional donation to Sue Ryder, a team
of friendly, reliable volunteers will collect your
real Christmas tree directly from your front door,
garden, or driveway and recycle them.

As part of Christmas Treecycling, residents in
and around Bedfordshire in MK40, MK41, MK42,
MK43, MK44, MK45, PE19, SG15, SG16, SG17,
SG18 and SG19 postcodes can have their trees
collected between 8th - 16th January 2026.

Your real Christmas tree will be recycled into
compost or wood chippings which will be used
in local parks and woodlands or to generate
green energy.

To learn more about this eco-friendly fundraising
initiative inand around Bedfordshire, and to
reserve a collection by midnight on 4th January
2026, visit www.sueryder.org/treebedfordshire.

Registrations to reserve your tree collection are
now open.

Contact the fundraising team at Sue Ryder
St John's Hospice with any queries on 01767

642412 or email: stjohns.events@sueryder.org.

THE ROYAL BRITISH

Royal British Legion
Remembrance Day 2025

There was a wonderful turnout on the
9th November for the Remembrance
Day march and service at the Memorial.
Then the church was well filled with those
taking part in the service afterwards.
Thank you to everyone who took part.

LEGION

More details in next month'’s newsletter.

e Power Flushing
e Servicing & Repairs
e Bathroom Specialists

SERVICES LTD

 Plumbing & Heating Engineers
» Gas Central Heating Installation

» Water Softeners Supplied & Fitted

*

safe

REGISTER

177773

For further information or to arrange an estimate
Tel: 01234 219753 or call John 07976 828311 or Tom 07792 934224

Sineway Services Ltd, 11 Risborough Road, Bedford MK41 9QS

Email: info@sinewayservices.co.uk Web: www.sinewayservices.co.uk
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Wilstead Village Hall

Most of you who use the Hall will have noticed that
we recently had CCTV fitted. This is to help to provide
a safe and secure environment for everyone using the
Village Hall and to protect the Hall's property. We also
hope it acts as a deterrent against the “no gooders”
in the area. Cameras are positioned in the main hall,
foyer and outside the premises and it is recording
images only. We have a strict CCTV policy in place so
everyone's privacy is protected.

Some more good news is that new chairs have been
ordered and possibly by the time you read this, they
will have been delivered and in full use. Hopefully
you find them more comfortable and there will be
10 chairs with arms for the less mobile of you. They
are stackable vertically and there will be a trolley to
pull the stacks out. No more folding of chairs and
struggling to move a full trolley of chairs that never
goes where you want it to go!

The Hall Committee wish you all a very Happy
Christmas and New Year.

Don't forget that you are very welcome to join the
Committee to support the running of the Village Hall.

To find out any information about the hall, please visit
our website: wilsteadvillagehall.co,uk

Barbara Seamark | Chairperson
seamarkbarbara@gmail.com | 07709 573475

Angela Fosbrook | Secretary

fosbrookangela@gmail.com | 01234 294692

(ﬂ@\ Bedford Ending hunger\
together

! Foodbank

Together with Trussell

Food collection

Help support your

local food bank Shopping list

Jars of Coffee
Tinned Rice Pudding

Tinned Tuna

Bedford Foodbank provides emergency
food parcels for local individuals and
families facing hardship.

Long Life Fruit Juice

BURR'S
GARAGE LTD.

ESTABLISHED 1974

Service, repairs
and diagnostics

30 IVY LANE, WILSTEAD MK45 3DN

01234 741167 / 07777 656767

NAO Catteries
07411 136691

naoservices111@gmail.com

@ Fully Licensed & Approved

® Heated Pens with Individual Qutside Runs
® Mon-Fri 9-11 to 6-7 Sat 9-11

@ Collection & Delivery Service Available

Bramble Lodge, 29 Quakley Road,
Clapham, Bedford MK41 6AN

www.naocatteryservices.co.uk

U

Donate an item or two from our
shopping list, ensuring we can
provide food for people facing
hardship in your community.

Help to cover the costs of
storing and distributing food,
as well as developing
sustainable projects.

Bedford Foodbank
Bedford.foodbank.org.uk

Registered Charity in England & Wales 1179538

Jars of Cooking Sauces

Tinned Sweetcorn

Bars of Chocolate

Tinned Meat

Biscuits

LaundryTablets

INDRAN POOPALAPILLAI
MAS SUPERMARKET
& POST OFFICE

33 Cotton End Road | Wilstead MK45 3BX

&

All services now available
at the Post Office counter,
including:
Free cash withdrawals (all banks)
Bank balance, deposit cash/cheques
Top-ups for electricity, gas, i Tunes, mobile phones

Money Grams and commission-free foreign
currency exchange

National Express tickets
And many other Post Office services!

Our local village store stocks fresh groceries and bakery
products daily. We also offer a wide range of services,

including newspapers, magazines, National Lottery,
photocopying, and much more!

STORE OPENING HOURS
Monday to Saturday 7:00am-7:00pm

Sunday 7:30am-6:00pm

01234 740210




EST 1985

CLADWINDS LTD

QUALITY CONSERVATORIES AND WINDOWS

Warmer Roof Garden Room Builds

Contact:Malcolm
Tel: 07966 380968
Email: malcolm@cladwinds.com

Applied discounts for the local area

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING SERVICE

Domestic & Commercinl Window Cleaning
Sofit & Fucius, Gutters, Conservatory Roofs
Pressure Wshing & Soft Washing

Patio, Drivewuy und Decking Cleaned

Tel /Fax: 01234 743026 Mobile: 07738 983320

JB DOMESTICS

REPAIRSTO..
WASHINGMACHINES h B
DISHWASHERS VEAR
ELECTRIC OVENS ST
TUMBLEDRYERS

NOCALLOUTCHARGE!

Large range of spares carried in stock

PROMPT RELIABLE SERVICE 30w rs. £ P

TEL: 01234 840049
M0B: 07778 891490

No part of this newsletter may be reproduced, by any means,
without the prior permission of a member of the editorial team.

This newsletter is published by Wilstead Neighbourhood
Watch, part of Bedford & District NW Association,
in close co-operation with Bedfordshire Police.

The Wilstead Village Website can be found at

www.wilsteadvillage.org.uk

/C@zm&m(ﬁ

Thursday 18th pec 7:30pm
Wilstead Evangelical Church:
new building

(formerly Methodist Church)

You are warmly invited to join us for this popular
event as we sing some good old Christmas carols,
followed by hot mince pies and coffee

For more info: Wilstead. org

Seasons Greetings from
the Wilstead Garden Club

The Garden Club members started their Christmas
journey at their meeting in November. The session
started with a seasonal drink of warm mulled wine
and this was followed later with tea and coffee and
warmed mince pies.

In between refreshments and conversation, a
difficult achievement with this friendly, social group,
we enjoyed a demonstration from Dot to make a
Christmas table decoration with candles, foliage,
flowers, pine cones, teasels, sparkly bits and anything
else we could find before having a go ourselves. At the
end of the creating an impressive display of unique
decorations took up the width of the stage.

Our December meeting is our Christmas meal and
will probably have taken place by the time you are
reading this. At the meal, as well as a fun quiz, we
asked members to contribute to ideas for the future of
the Garden Club. So we are hoping for some different
activities in the near future. In January we are holding
a meeting to both talk about the gardening issues of
2025 and plan our activities for 2026.

Meanwhile we wish you allamerryand peaceful Christmas
and for a happy New Year enjoying our gardens.

Wilstead Garden Club Committee
wilsteadgardenclub@hotmail.com

DEAKIN & PECK FLOORING

Family run business with over 20 years experience

=R

FREE QUOTE
Let our passion for flooring help guide you in
transforming your home or work place.

Lee 07925 597605 / Chris 07474 714557

Covering Northampton, Milton Keynes, Bedford and the surrounding areas.

14 Wilstead Newsletter including Parish Council News



Wilstead Pre School News

As | write this in November we are yet to have had our
Christmas Bazaar, so I'm thanking everyone in advance
who came and supported us on the day, whether you
gave your time and helped run the bazaar or you came
along with your families and hopefully enjoyed a lovely
Christmas afternoon.

If you are reading this before the 6th of
December DO come along to the village hall 12-3pm and
support us!

More details and thanks in the next newsletter.

We have been very busy this half term learning all
about seasons, road safety, why it's important we wear
poppies for Armistice day , remembering the soldiers
who kept us and continue to keep us safe, and of course
the celebration of Christmas.

| asked the children why we celebrate Christmas. Lots of
interesting answers !

“Cos we need more toys”

“Cos we like Christmas trees”

“Because we like to put lights up”

“Isn’t it about a baby called Jesus?” Bingo !

Hopefully after practicing and performing our Christmas
nativity the children will have a better understanding
of why we celebrate Christmas. The children have been
fantastic practising so far, and | hope the performance
will go ahead without too many hitches. (Which if you
know, me is an utter nonsense, as | love it when it goes
wrong !!)

Can | just take this opportunity to thank everyone who
supports us along the way.

We are a Charity run Pre School and rely on a committee
of parents to keep us going. THANK YOU to those who
have given their valuable time this year to help us. You
know who you are ! We really do appreciate it.

Quick thank you to all the staff, who do an amazing job (
if I do say so myself!) and managers who keep us in line
I (And also do an amazing job!)

Can | thank the parents for all their support and thank
you ALL for your support with our fundraising efforts
it really does mean a lot that we have such fantastic
support!

DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES

Our next quiz night is Saturday 7th March at the Village
Hall. Hopefully you will all get a new diary for Christmas
so stick the date in !

I'd like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a
peaceful New Year.

Just one last thing. A HUGE thank you to Jackie and
the fantastic team at the Wilstead Newsletter for all
their support and hard work in producing this monthly
newsletter! Thank you. Julia.

Newslelleh,
DEADLINE

For any copy, new advertisements or changes to existing advertisements

Friday 19th December

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 9th January 2026.

Please send items and articles for inclusion in the Wilstead
Newsletter to our dedicated email address:

wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com

Please note that requests for NEW ADVERTS and Advert Changes
should now be sent to Maxine Hendry, as should Payments.

Telaphone, Numbeh Lisk:

To cut out and keep by your telephone.

EMERGENCY 999
CRIME IN PROGRESS 999
Non Emergency Police 101
Police Headquarters 01234 841212
PC Vito Napoli 101
Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111
Abandoned Vehicles 01234 718359
Borough Councillor, Graeme Coombes .......... 07815 302318
Borough Councillor, Marc Frost ... 07825 304080

Neighbourhood Watch Central Office............. 01234 842043
Wilstead Good Neighbours 07807 408928

4
Whe: s Whe:
Neighbourhood Watch, Wilstead.

Advertisements & Accounts
MAXINE HENDRY, 17 Hampton Close, Wilstead MK45 3DA
@ wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com &407998

Editor
Crime Prevention News/Information
Local Village News & Information

JACKIE LLOYD, 41A Luton Road, Wilstead MK45 3ER
@ wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com €)742757

Artwork by SIMONE MILLIGAN @) wilstead.newsletter@gmail.com
Printed by WHITE HART PRESS, 58A York Street, Bedford
_________________________________________________________________|]

RECENT CRIME RECORDED FOR WILSTEAD

~ Harassment | Whitworth Way | 02/11/25
Theft | Cotton End Road | 01/11/25
Criminal Damage | Bedford Road | 21/10/25
Assault | Bedford Road | 16/10/25
Public Order Offence | Oak Avenue | 15/10/25

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The Wilstead Newsletter volunteer team do not accept
any responsibility for adverts or items placed in this publication.




LOCAL LOCKSMITH

07860482994

P *
: Wilstead

SPECIALIST IN UPVC GEMINI
& COMPOSITE DOORS  LOCK &SAFE | TEA PARTY
SAFES - LOCKS - HANDLES d&“"'”s s ove r Go's #
ANTI SNAP CYLINDERS - WINDOWS N 1‘«‘5 S
REALIGNMENT & SERVICE % g . Annual Tea Pa rty
IS H
FREE SURVEY AND QUOTE MLA s s
L 01234 262625 | APPROVED COMPANY | s Wed n eSd ay 1 4t h %
- OCKANDSA 0 | LICENSE NO: 001662 | § J a n u a ry 2026 % %

If you would like to come along please fill in the :

Tel: 01234 404096 ! details below and either take the cut off strip
@ Mobile: 07876528260 : to Wilstead Post Office (marking the envelope

: ‘New Year Tea Party’) or deliver/send to 125A :

Internal work External Work : thton End Ro:f\d W|Isteaq MK45 BPD or email
Alterations & General Building  Fascia Soffit & Guttering : erichenton@wilsteadparishcouncil.org. :
Plastering (Artex Removal) Garage Doors {(Remote Control) ) o
Bathroom & Kitchens Patios : Alternatively you can telephone me on mobile :
%ﬁ%b'shmem Efonc?(“gmg : 07749869742 or 01234 740980, or email me at :
Painting & Decorating Decking : anne-lowel@hotmail.co.uk Please state if you :

: require a lift to and from the party.
MNS Property Maintenance :
Pollards Close, Wilstead, Bedford MK45 3HA : Anne Lowe | For the Trustees

(

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

¢ I/we would like to come to the New Year's :
: Tea Party on Wednesday 14th January 2026- :
: 3.00pm Wilstead Village Hall. :

BESPOKE BUILDERS LTD : Name:
95 : Address:

providing :

Quality Building Work :
in Wilstead, Wixams : Telephone: :
and Surrounding areas If you would like a lift to the % %{% :
: Tea Party please tick this box :
From Small Extensions TP/ S s
to New Builds p .. .................................. ......
Garage Conversions LB o 5 A

and Loft Conversions ' The Wilstead Newsletter

Telephone: 01234 4047006 335 Volunteer Team would like

A . to wish all residents a peaceful
Mobile: Richard 07710 446881 and happy Christmas and

Jess 07794 480440 3 3% the very best for 2026. 3%:
www.rwbbuilders.co.uk ce . L b A
contact@rwbbuilders.co.uk ¢ 3% 3?5%

\_
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